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A LETTER, 

To th« Honourable, 

Sir \flLLlAM JSUHVRST, 

About the Prefent State of ChrlfUMnity^imong thtf 
ChriftfAmi-itl 3nbifin)l, of Ntw-EmiUnd. 


S 1 R, 

T he laft Letter wherewith youHoBoirei 
us, Dated in pirn uj to un? 

dcrftand,hovv Acceptable it would be, 
iprcctivca frefliand late Account, 
of the ?r»irtfs mAdt m lvar,iiUt.wg the ftor SmU 
vdoesift this Countyty t And vvc fhill, uodcr fll| 
the Obligations imaginable to do it, Eadeavour 
your fatisuaiou ia a Point fo worthy t6 be En- 
(]iiird after ; hoping that osr Account may as 
(rood AVirjjfffW <•/Wr Cej<»trey, prove no ungrate¬ 
ful Entertainment. 

In the MA^n*Ud ChriHi j4mfrir4J*4,or, Hmory 
of ldeiv~ Rti^Idvdj Publiflicd at Leitdeftj Two or 
Thi re Year? ago, there is. The Lift of our Me, 
morable ELlOl' ; In which ihctf is a Letter tq 
A 2, ^uLtnfdtn^ 
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Dr. LrufJew^M. P.-ikAor at Z>trtcht, relating tit* 
-*ncccfrt)fthrGofpel anraiig bur /Tmiriclns :ln‘il 
ftiti Commentary upon cVcr'y Article of tKa't 
Letter, declaring were Employ^ in that 
noble work, and Him they managed it. Anti in 
another p.art of thai.lJoojt,ib^ic ijadongaiaptcr, 
Entitulcd, ^*‘tTriuniphsofi)rAtt^tr^AHArr4livf ef 
the SuC( Iff mhieh thtC^nfptl htis 'dmertjr ri^eliidians 
t>f Ntrp EniUnJ ■, i Narrative, as well Attcflcd 
Remar liable. WcHiall not now i'ranfciibe 
any Paragraphs of that Hidofy • breaufe tis.c.ify 
tol^e fccourfe unto it. iVnt they that would 
fnfrmrjte,-as If the People of our ProfelTion, Iti 
^meriCM^ (^who aicfor Embracing&.p^flg>(ing,the 

Holy Religion of Chrift, in the 'o'n^iini Purity 

S I;His Qofpd has given it uuto us, w«h.e 
mane A.^aiyons and Tnyentions ) di( ho- 
j'Propwtc the Religion we Profef^will 
^liefe '^nd fuTficient ContjitatioB. ,j, 

..rwhere'tliat Hinory 

J MV,e^ o(f i and Jay beforp your Honour, the pre^ 
eht Circ>iT)Wanccs of the Jivuu^tlusl iVar^ 
irndhi; oiy-‘ ' ’ 

^Thcre wei c‘us"i|jj; Southern part? of this Pro- 
»rD(^,aljout Fpwj qV f ivc Years ago,'( when your 
Cohimiflioncrs Iictc fciit a Couple of Engjifh Mi- 
Hiffcrs, who wejeMaftersof the Indian Tongue, 
|o rifit them,) no icTs than Thirty ftverul Con- 
irif^Mtoni of Wi4<r.<, who commonly AlTcmbkd 
CTCfy Ltris Pujfj and a gicat part of them to 
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trftio'ft on other Djyes tilfo, for the WorfMp of 
the GicitGOD, and our I.Ord |ESUS CHRIST. 
VVc cannor imdcillaud, Thu the Nuniher ot’the 
Coi)gicpations,is cojilldtiably altered fiom what 
it was, tvlien the Gentlemen,who then Examined 
their Condition,brought us chat Report of iheni. 

Indeed, the Number of/W/aunn thie (.uni, 
js not CoiuparaWc to whac it was Fifty Years i- 
go. The Hand of God, has very lhangely waded 
them-- and the IK«ir which they begin uj> >11 the 
Enpli'h in the Year, 1675- hanemd a dnngc 
UefoUtion upon whole Nations of them. Almod 
all'that remain under the Influences of the Eng- 
lilli in this M*jfMhufet Province are lb farChridi- 
>ni'zcd,as that they Believe there is a God, and 
^t One God,and that Jefus Chrift is the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of the VVoild. Mr. Rx- 
ftritnet Af^yhew, who is Grandfon, to the Oi l 
Gentleman chat fird Indructed the Indians on 
A/ari/jA and like his Grandfather, a 

J,abotio«s Teacher among them, informs us; 
1 hat there are about O4C Flundred and Four- 
Sco.re Families of /nrfV4/;ioutbat Ifland ; and that 
yf thefe there are no moic than Two Pei Ions, 
yhitji now yemain in tluir Paginifm. He is at 
this 1 ime, gathei ing anoihci Church of Wian/, 
whereof he is hinifelf to be the f’sHtr. 

In the Indian Cougreguions, ihcie were, at 
fic l ime of rur lid Vdilation, ( which we 
laid, was about Fewr 01 I ire Years ago, ) about 
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Thirty Seven Indians, who were the conftinl 
Preachers of ihcGofpcl unto them, in their own 
Language ; In which they htyt Cuttchifms^ and 
BibUty and Pfelm-bttkt^ and other Books of Pie¬ 
ty; Tranflited by the va(f Labours of worthy 
F.ngliih-nien. 

Bclides thefe, there are Seven or fight 
Mintfltrj^v/\\o have l.earii'd the luJun Tongue, 
and Vilit the ndtan Af|'emblie$, and rr-ry, and 
Erenth among them, :|nd give fuch Diredtions.as 
they fee uecdfu| for their AfTaifs. The IneliAH 
Minifters, very frequently apply themftlves to 
thefe ones, for their Advice, about In- 

flrudfiflg thair Flocks under their Charge. And 
fome of thtEngli^ Preachers, do cooftantly fpend 
every Ltrdi D*y^ with the Mim AlTcnbiies j 
having taken the Charge of them. 

How the Ordinary Congregations among the 
JnJidns are inclined, and how ioftrudVed, may be 
ajiitlc appiehcndcd,from fomc Linesio a Letter, 
now lying before us. Dated not many Weeks 
ago, from a very Valuably Servant of God, 
namyly, Mr.5<MR«e/ Dnnfntb. He (jyej ;* They 

* met me at Little Cempten about twq Monclij 

* fince, to hear roe Preacbf Had you been there 

* with me to fee,how well they fill'd npthc.W/; 

* with what Gmvity they behaved thcmf».Ivcs ; 

‘what they gave ; what •iftShen they 

* fcew'd ; bow powerfully PMvrtfnAchuft [ an In- 

* dian, i Prayed; ( for 1 put hjen upon it, tq 
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* frjfjf, having tievct before heard him and 
‘ being willing to hare fome Trial of bis Abili- 
*tics, in order to his Approbation for Office ;) 
‘how melodiouHy yanitrban Getr^e [ another In- 
‘ dian 1 fet the Tunc for the P/i/*w, and carried ic 
‘ out; and how dexteroiifly the Young Lads of 
‘ Twelve Years old,could turn to the ?»-«»// ihro‘ 
‘ out the Sermon ; and how Thankful they were 
‘to me at the laft, that I would take fo much 
‘ Pains, as to come fo far from home, to Preach 
‘ to them ;I am fure, you would hare been much 
‘affieded with it. 

Tho’ there are fomeCongregations of the Wi- 
nM, which are not Advanced unto all the Priri- 
ledges ofthe Evangelical C/utrc/t-ffdtf,Combining 
for, and Enjoying of, 4/lf Ordinuntts ; yet 
a cbnfidcrabic Number of them are lb. Some 
fitvt Ckurchtj have keen lately form'd, and 611‘d ; 
and more will quickly be Gathered* They have 
fdfltrs and Elders of their own *, Ordsined^ fome 
times by the Hands of Minifters, and 

ibmetimes by the Hands of lndi*n Minifters, in 
the prelcnce of the Englilh; all after the folemn 
Englilh manner. And by Admoniti»n$y and Ex- 
femmsssHcsuiom^ftshUckiy difpenfed, they proceed 
agaioft Scandalous Offeidors, when any fueb arc 
found among them* 

We Aall here inlert, an Ixtraft of a late 
Letter, from Mr. Jtfrik Terriyy aa htmful Ycug 
Mu, who has Learned tbc ladiu Toegue, and 
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^^ins to Prwcb to them in theh'owd Languige. 
He having been an E)e-witaefsof their proceed- 
tiigs, writes tp as in words following. 

‘ 1 heir Gravity, and diligent Attendance in 
‘ tlicTinie of VVorfhip^with the afftAiouateCoo- 
‘ tcflioDS ofAich as arc Admitted Into theChurch, 

* make rue hope, that many of them may have 
‘ the work of the Spirit wrought in them, Mcora. 
‘ vg to the XPorhwg of the mighty Power oj God. 

* Their method, rcfpeifViog thofc thatareAdmit- 

* ted into their Church Communion,is morcac- 
‘ cortfifig to the manner of the Churches in the 
■ Fiimitivc Times,than is now pradifed among 

* the Chutches in. moff parts. The perfon to be 
‘ Afjmittcdyftacds forth, in the niidlf of the 
‘ AfjcmWy y and ftrft,makes Declaration of his 
‘ piowUdoe, and fometimes delires informations 
‘inThings more arduous and doubtful. And then, 
^ he irnktsi Confefton of 5 *V-, which they, do, 
‘ ( as f have feen, ) with Tear/ ahdv TtemhUng^ 
‘ like him in the Sixteenth Chapter of, theylUu 

* And (hen, he gives an Account oiF-xytrientes he 
‘ has had, of Convidions, Awjikeniugs, a rut 
' ComfortSjin which they arelargcaud particular. 

After which, ( much Couofcl and Exhortation, 
to'remain Ocdfall in the F»ith and C 4 taj»cfl of 
the Lord, being given them, by their Pioitor and 
Elder ^ they are Ad ranted. I would ( and not 
ungroundcdly.) hope, That Jddti.tont are tn*dt 
mu* tbeQhHHif .dtffif ff fiitlt...ae Savtd. 
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* Tliert af« many, which maintairi a Chriftiart 
•Conrerfation, and are to be accounted, not 

* >y/n* 0 /f,buC Altigethtr Chrijlians. And this docs 

* Encourage thePreaching of the GofpcI to them« 

* when we fee, it plcafcs God, to make it His 
*f0wer nttto Sdlvtuton- 

About tbc Mdnner of performing the oiorti 
Stdtts! Exncifet of Religion, in Publick, among 
the there needs no Account but this; 

They are Conformed unto the En^Ulh. But wc 
have now before us, a Letter very lately re¬ 
ceived, from as knowing and as faithful a Perfon 
as could be Enquired of, wherein he fpcaks a 
little more particularly* 

He fayes ; ‘ You may Remember, That your 

* fclf, with fome others, were pleafed once to 

* bear me Company, td a Lefture at j4(fawAmffet^ 
‘and were an Eye-witnefs, of their Grave, Seri- 
‘oHs, Attentive Deportment, in their Excr-, 

* cifes, aod of their Excellent Singing ♦/ Ffslms^ 

‘ with mod ravilhing Melody. They begin their 

* ExercifeS wkh Frnytr ; Then Sing a Pfalm 5 
^ Then Preseh ; and fo Gonciude with trxgsr. 

* The Adminiflration of Sdcrmmtnis among them^ 

* is like Oarj, and as they were taught by their 
‘ Apolkle £L10T. HH Name is of wonderful 
‘ Authority among tbcoi. ;aad the Rules he gave 

* them,^ for the Form of MdrrUgts among tireoi^ 
‘and for /4/imt>mti0tts aod Exccnimnnicdtisns inf 
*tbeir Cburches, art net to befouadfauk withi 
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‘byioy, fabtit ^ill provoke thftrii. Not lon^ 

* nnce,an IndtMn Lodg‘d at an Enghjltmans Houfe 
‘one Night; and the next Day he Tifitcd\me» 

* and ask‘d, fVhy the mdn 4t wkoCtHtuft he Ledg^i^ 

* did net Tray in his Family f Seeing that 

* Mr. Eliet taught the hdians to do it everyDay, 
' Morning and Evening : he thought it ftrange, 

* that the En^lifh Ihouid difedf them to Pray ii 

* their Families^ ani yet not do it themfelves. 

* But at laii, he entertained XhtDifimRUn ; That 

* Jhcre were Matchtt EnglilK men, as wall at 

* Matehe* Indian^ ; and that fomcEugHfh did not 

* praftlfe, as they had been taught to do. 

^ that it to fay^ Naughty, or Wick. 

«d. ] 

The famt Gtotlentan, that proceeds in that 
Letter, 

‘ To your laft Enquiry, IFhat 1 think there mof 

* he ef Piety ameng th/m ? Sir, I think, that there 
were many of the Old Generation, who were 

* inftrufted by the Reverend ELIOT,U»d others, 

* which Died in the Ltrd^ and the Ferj^ Fruits of 

* them are in HcaVen, as aa Eamefi of more to 
^ follow. I think, the Cenftrieus KngUPt among 

* tis, are not to be the RWr /#r eur charity about 
•th^i Yet let me fay ^ I could never yetEn- 

quire of any Plantation, tw Affembly of Indians^ 
*'Dut the moft Cenferiens Englifh would grant, 
? There were Three or'Fenr Perfons in tbatPlan* 
tntioB|W6ortbey tmUj bclkvcd, were S*and 
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tchilti*»s, tho‘ tl'cy Condemned the reff. 
‘Whciciis a ci} 4 ritithlt raan,would have ’’etKon a 
»thefe Three or four, to have been the moltSw*- 
« untftr Ptety among iheuiand have graiuca 
‘ the veft, to have fuel) a mcafure of Kr. rp^dfe 
«in the Gofpel- method ol Salvation,and to pc lo 

♦ ready to fubmii with moft admiuble ruttence 

♦ to the Chu>cl) Cen‘Hres among them, and lo 

opemtertt i* their CoBfcluons ot their Faultj,and 
'* afterwards of Rel.ipling into the lame 

♦ or like Faults V as. might be a juft Foundation 

»to hope, That they arc TraveUias the right 

♦ way to Heavea* 

The frenchifieJ U<li*ns in the Eaftcrn parts of 
this Provincc,have by their long Wars “P®" ^ 
denied us an Opportunity to them- 

While Sir Ph,pswi,% our Governour, we 

had One Years Peace with thofc Indians •, And la 

thatYc.ar we furnUhed the Governour, with a 

PreX, to carry rtc offer of the Gorp .1 onto 
ihenv But while the Preacher was pieparing 
for his Journey, they pcrfidioully broke out into 
New Hodilitics; by which our Attempt was then 
dcfciud. When the Eail of became 

„„rGovcrncnr,w. Lada loni;" lucid Interval 
of Peace with Il'cm. In this time, there faipt- 
f^veral of their Chief men to Bofiof', whom the 
noyernoiir lent unto one of os, to be difconrUd 
about of Religioij. Whea ^hey wc.c 
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toM ; T% 4 t tbtf 10 iVctffiif nfnt but that G00I 
9h0 m*it Httvtn »ni Emb , and, ThMt the fVcr! 
pi$p of Graven Imoots^ Crncifixos, tht f'.rfwMary 
mJctbfr SAims, was J^ffltAfing to tht GrtAt a»a ooly 
^°o4 l*ice men amaz d ; they 
replied not a wore}. They were ihcn told, 7 W 

m mould fend Mint/ftrs unto them^ who jhould in. 
fir Hit them in the truewAf to EteritAl Life^ if theo 
i^uld receive fhfm : Whereupon they declared 
They were not willing that any Ihould be fent 

onto them. The French Prices have made them, 
T^htT twice more the Chldren ofHeJl^( more a- 
verfp to true Chri/tiAnity ^) than while they were 
jnecr PegAm. Yet we gave not over. We foand 
pOrApplIcations to EngUfh PreAchers inefftftual • 
we applied oor felves unto IndUn PreAfhers^ in 
|iopes,that fome fuch might be prevailed withal 
10 rnn the dcfpfratc Hazards of carrying the 
volpeJ unto that Foolt^ feople^ and imparting to 
them the Oracles which might make them 
Wife unto SaIvai ion. But while we were profe- 
cutmg this Delign, they treacheroufly and bar- 
baroplly murdered near an Htjndred of our Peo- 
wbo, upon the Faith of a Pr.*fe,which they had juft 
before Sworn to, were Lovingly treating them 
in their Houies ^ and Comoenced chat grievous 
and hloody which is not yet ended. 

We have heretofore been atconliderable Ex- 
penccs, to Encounge the ElTiycs of Good men, 

to 
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to Chrinianixc the Mohtgm Indians, in theCoI(v. 
ny of Cotintilteut. But they have been Obfti- 
pate in their Papanifm ; and their ObHinacy has 
put a flop at prefent unto our Endeavours ^ which 
yet -wc will Revive, as foon aad as wel) ?s wc 
can* 

A moft Exemplary hJidM whofij 

Name is Jophec, has of late made ftycral Vifits 
among his Countrey men the PM/*n //T</M»f<,about 
thcNdrr/>*4nfiiComucy ; aad God has Crown'd 
his Endeavours with confidcrable Succefles- Wc 
Rcfolve to give him aH poffiUlc Encouragement. 

We have left no Stone unturned, that wc 
might obtain fomc Able and Faiihful.V//jyi®«4r«>/, 
for the Five NMitnty that are fome Hundreds 
of Miles diftant from us, to the Weft ward. Aft 
that we have hitherto accompliihed, is. That wc 
have Supported and Rewarded ( and at this Day 
pontinue to do Ib, ) the Pains of feveral Dutch 
Minifters, who proceed as far as they can, in 
Communicating the Knowledge of GOD and 
CHRIST, unto thofe dillant Salvages. And of 
late, they have feen forac dfhrablc Succcflcs of 
their MiniUry. 

The main Support,that wc have bad for thcEx- 
pcnlive part of this Work, has been from the 
Kcvenucs, remitted hither, by the Honourable 

CerporMtioH. fot tie (iolpel among tit 

tudianj. But then, ilic Liberality of Pious men. 
, among 




imong ow fclres has alfo been Employ'd this 
way, upon Multiplied occafions. Particular 
Gentlemen in this Gountrey,'have often Dtv ftd 
LiherMl Things^ to promote Chriflianity among 
the IndtMHt. Belidcs many other Erpreflions of 
Charity towards them, given by others, wc 
ought not to leave unmeniloncd, the Mutinf- 
ddoufe^ which Mr, S^inncl ( the Secretary 

to your Commjflrioners here ) has Built for them ^ 
and the Books, the Publifhing and Scattering of 
which Afr. Edward Bromfield^ ( another of/our 
Comnaidfoners ) has more than once procured 
to Fortify them agaiaft their Peculiar Temp¬ 
tations and Enlighten them in the Myftcricj 
of God. 

The Studies of your Commifftontrs, arc now 
Engaging more Particularly, upon the Intenti¬ 
ons, of bringing the ladidns ioco the moft Ow- 
and Enghlh Circumftanccs, that can he 
Propofed. But this rauft be a work of Time-, 
and in the mean time, tho‘ wc could wiihthe- 
Evangelical Work among the hdians had Icfi 
Difficulties to Clog it, yet we have Reafbn to 
be glad, that fo much of Chriflianity and Prof- 
periiy docs attend it, as there docs. 

As the Converfion of the Xative/ to our 
Holy Religion, was One Special Thing pro¬ 
pounded, by thofc Good Men that firft Planted 
this Countrey,when a waft and vaft Wiidernefs • 
fo the Salvation of the many N>mvo that have’ 

b*cq 



been here Cidnrcfted unto God, has been richly 
worth all the Fains and Cofts therein Expended^ 




We render to Your Honour, and to the 
Honourable Corporation, our molt gratefnl Ac¬ 
knowledgments of all Your Pious ^re, to for¬ 
ward a Work, wherein the Nanacof our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST, and the Weal of many Souls, 
■re fo greatly Concerned : Recommending Yofl 
to the Divine Favour, we Subicribe, 


S I R, 


Yours to Honour and Serve ) 


N.E‘ 

i* 

t704> S* 

Increale Mather* 
Cotton Mather, 
Nehemiah W aker. 



